NCBA

-

NATIONAL CATTLEMEN’S BEEF ASSOCIATION

=
m CENTER FOR PUBLIC POLICY

Resource Brief: Cattle Care During Market Disruptions Due to the

COVID-19 Pandemic
April 2020

In response to questions received from our direct members and affiliate members, the
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA) has created this resource brief to provide
targeted information on cattle care and management during the recent disruptions to the beef
cattle supply chain resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. During the COVID-19 pandemic
there has been a slow down in cattle processing, in part, due to the COVID-19 disease impact on
the labor force in processing plants, and in part, due to the extreme disruption that COVID-19
has caused for food-service beef demand. Four major packer/processor groups account for
about 85 percent of beef sales in the United States and each of these groups are experiencing
temporary plant closures due to COVID-19. As an unsubsidized commodity, the beef cattle
industry relies on competitive markets for our livelihood. The beef cattle industry needs to keep
the stream of commerce moving as efficiently as possible to keep store shelves stocked with
beef for American consumers.

When the flow of beef cattle commerce is disrupted by processing plant closures, beef cattle
feeding operations are left with fat cattle ready for market that must be held back. Slowing of
the movement of cattle through the market forces stockers and backgrounders to consider
keeping their cattle on grass pastures longer, and cow-calf producers must monitor the cattle
markets closely to determine a schedule for selling their calves. At the same time, unlike
vertically integrated commodities, the beef cattle industry has greater latitude for managing
market disruptions. The feeding sector of the beef cattle industry has recently had to make
modifications in rations and management for their cattle in order to hold over finished cattle as
well as giving consideration for limiting input on the number of new cattle entries onto feeding
operations. The beef cattle industry can work to slow the number of cattle moving through the
market by holding cattle outside of the feeding sector on grass, provided good pasture
conditions prevail in the United States. Any occurrence of severe drought across large regions
of the United States would restrict this option for the industry. In general, the process of slowing
cattle moving through the market will require more forage to be fed and more cattle to be grown
to larger weights on grass.

For beef cattle feeding operations, strategies to hold cattle longer will depend on the goals of
the operation and the stage of feeding for the cattle. In the past, cattle growth has been
programmed in a very predictable way through changing the net energy of the ration fed to the
cattle. For cattle at or near market weight, it is often best to try to sell as soon as the opportunity
for sale returns because the cost of maintenance is high at this stage of growth. The maintenance
requirement for energy in cattle is 77 kcal/kg of metabolic body weight. For a 1400 1b (635.6
kg) steer, the metabolic body weight is 126.6 (obtained by taking the BW in kg to the 0.75
power). It is currently not well understood if maintenance requirement calculations can be
applied to a fat 1400 b steer as measurements to quantify net energy for maintenance (NEm)
requirements in the past for cattle were usually tailored for non-fat cows and lighter feeder
calves. Restricting energy in fat steers could result in loss of fat, which is not the intent. Feeding
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a maintenance diet to fat steers would probably require limit feeding a high energy diet or
feeding a higher forage diet, and looking to feed the least expensive forage, probably corn silage
in most regions.

Limit feeding a high energy diet would require 24 inches of feed bunk space per 1400 b steer
and only works if all cattle have access to the feed at the time of feeding. On average, most
feedlot pens only have 12 inches of feed bunk space per animal. If open pens exist in the feedlot,
cattle could be spread across two pens to increase the individual feed bunk space for the use of
limit feeding. When using limit feeding, it might be best to restrict to 12-13 megacalories (Mcal)
of NEm. Alternatively, the only option to “slow” cattle weight gain in some feeding operations
could be to transition cattle onto their previous step diets, while still aiming for 13 Mcal or more
of NEm. Continue to feed ionophores as usual to help to prevent bloat and acidosis problems. If
slaughter is expected within the next month, then consideration could be given for continuing
to feed the current diet with some modifications for roughage inclusion and removal of
supplemental protein.

The Iowa Beef Center/Beef Extension Services in conjunction with the University of
Wisconsin-Madison has recently prepared a fact sheet entitled, “Considerations for Slowing
Feedlot Cattle Growth due to the COVID-19 Pandemic,” referenced in the resources section of
this document. We strongly encourage that you review the fact sheet for more specific
recommendations on ration formulations. The fact sheet states that it is unrealistic for a group
of cattle on feed to achieve zero growth while waiting for markets to regain ground. It notes
cattle will need to maintain a daily gain of 2.5 Ib per day to maintain marbling deposition, which
requires feeding a diet that is at least 50-55 Mcal of NEg/Cwt dry matter. The reference also
states many feeders may also choose a more moderate approach of providing 55-58 Mcal/Cwt,
with or without limiting feed intake. Specific ration recommendations will vary depending upon
the type of cattle. Dairy breeds, such as Holstein steers, may be fed high energy rations for a
longer time period, compared to beef breed cattle, without acquiring negative effects on their
fatness. Often, it is best to transition diets to avoid sudden changes in the ration composition
and the amount of ration being offered. Monitor for changes in weight gain, feces, incidence of
digestive upset (acidosis or bloat) and foot health to help to evaluate the effectiveness of any
new feeding program. Consultation with the feedlot veterinarian and/or nutritionist is
necessary in formulating the best ration for the cattle type and stage of cattle growth in
the feedlot and to ensure that nutritionally balanced rations are being fed.

Beef cattle feeding operations should also be mindful of the problems that can be seen when
feeding cattle to excessive weights by holding them too long. Excessively heavy cattle do not
tolerate heat well and are more susceptible to acute interstitial pneumonia and respiratory
stress. Heat stress can be more problematic for black-haired cattle that are lacking shade and
with a temperature humidity index (THI) of 79 or greater and no night-time cooling. Additional
resources on heat stress in cattle can be found in the resources section at the end of this
document. Additionally, heavy cattle may spend more time lying down and may be more
susceptible to bruising, which later affects carcass quality. Excessively heavy cattle can often
have space problems fitting through existing handling systems and trailer doors. These overly
heavy cattle should be handled quietly and with low stress handling techniques during loading
and unloading to avoid the increased risk of developing Fatigued Cattle Syndrome. For more
information on Fatigued Cattle Syndrome see the resource section of this document.

Pen management and examination of the stocking rate and space density in the cattle pens
are both important considerations for housing excessively heavy cattle in feedlots. Cattle
housed in pens at feeding operations must be offered adequate space for comfort, socialization,
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and environmental management. The Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) Feedyard Assessment
Guide, referenced in the resources section, provides specific information on pen management.

Finally, it may be beneficial to step back the potency of the implant program for cattle or
consider skipping the terminal implant for cattle at the growth stage when they would normally
receive it in order to limit the rate of gain and reduce the negative impact in quality grade if a
lower energy holding ration is fed to cattle within 100 days of harvest.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) is leading a federal response to assist
livestock and poultry producers facing the closing of meat processing plants and seeking to find
solutions to ensure the continuity of operations and return to production as quickly and safely
as possible. The USDA, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is establishing a
National Incident Coordination Center to provide direct support to producers whose animals
cannot move to market due to COVID-19 processing plant closures. Moving forward, the APHIS
Coordination Center, State Veterinarians, and other state officials will be assisting producers to
identify potential alternative markets, if a producer is unable to move animals.

At the end of this document, please refer to a list of resources compiled to provide additional
information on cattle care and management during the cattle market disruptions associated
with the COVID-19 pandemic. We encourage cattlemen and women to reach out first to their
local veterinarians and nutritionists, who are most familiar with their specific cattle operations,
for questions on cattle care, nutrition, and management. Other resources are available through
local extension agents, university departments of animal science, BQA publications, and
scientific articles. Specific information related to COVID-19 can be found on NCBA’s website at
https://www.ncba.org/coronavirus.aspx.
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Resources:

*Prior to making any changes on the feeding and management of your cattle, contact
your primary care veterinarian for the feeding operation and your nutritionist
to assist you with these decisions.

Publications

1.

lowa State University Extension Beef Specialists, lowa Beef Center, University of
Wisconsin Extension Livestock Program Educators, and University of Wisconsin
Department of Animal Science Faculty, “Considerations for Slowing Feedlot Cattle Growth
due to COVID-19 Pandemic,” April 2020,

https: //fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wbic/2020/04 /24 /considerations-for-slowing-feedlot-
cattle-growth-due-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/.

BQA Feedyard Assessment Guide, “Heat Stress Procedures,” pages 18-19, 2017,
https://www.bga.org/Media/BQA/Docs/feedyard assessment 2017.pdf.

BQA Feedyard Assessment Guide, “Cattle Handling,” page 16, 2017,
https://www.bga.org/Media/BQA/Docs/feedyard assessment 2017.pdf.

BQA Feedyard Assessment Guide, “Shelter and Housing,” page 15, 2017,
https://www.bga.org/Media/BQA/Docs/feedyard assessment 2017.pdf.

D. A. Frese, C. D. Reinhardyt, S. J. Bartle, D. N. Rethorst, et al., “Cattle Handling Technique Can
Induce Fatigued Cattle Syndrome in Cattle Not Fed a Beta Adrenergic Agonist,” 2018,
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27065128.

D. U. Thomson, G. H. Loneragan, ]. N. Henningson, S. Ensley, B. Bawa, “Description of a
Novel Fatigue Syndrome of Finished Feedlot Cattle Following Transportation,” JAVMA, July
1,2015. Vol. 247, No. 1, pages 66-72, https://doi.org/10.2460/javma.247.1.66.

Webinars

1.

Iowa State Extension and Outreach, lowa Beef Center, “Holding or Slowing Cattle for

Uncertain Market Timing,” April 29, 2020 at 7 pm CT with a recorded webinar session

available online after the presentation date.

¢ Nutrition strategies overview - Dan Loy, lowa Beef Center Director

e Health concerns with heavy cattle in feedlots - Dan Thomson, ISU Animal Science
Department Chair

¢ Nutritionist information — Dave Rueber, Innovative Ag Services, Manchester; Dustin
Puhrmann, United Farmers Cooperative, Paulina

http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/news/FeedlotConsiderationsWebinars0420.html

NCBA Cattlemen’s College Webinar Series, “Health Issues in Mid-Late Fed Cattle,” May 5,

2020 at 7 pm CT with a recording available online after the presentation date.

e With summer just around the corner, producers who feed cattle need to be aware of
common health issues that could arise jeopardizing their herd. Join Dan Thomson, MS,
PhD, DVM - lowa State University; Myriah Johnson, PhD. - Noble Research Institute;
and Milt Thomas, PhD. - Colorado State University as they update producers on the
latest in Fatigued Cattle Syndrome, Mid-Day Morbidity in High-Performing Cattle, and
Cattle Congestive Heart Failure.

https://www.ncba.org/cattlemenswebinarseries.aspx

Academic Contacts by State

1.
2.

Beef Cattle Extension Specialists - See Appendix A
University Animal Science Departments with Beef Cattle Specialization - See Appendix B
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Appendix A:
Beef Cattle Extension Specialists

Alabama Cooperative Extension

Dr. Rishi Prasad

Extension Nutrient Management Specialist
(Statewide)

rzp0050@aces.edu
http://www.aces.edu/main/

University of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative
Extension Service

Fairbanks State Office

1751 Tanana Loop, Room 101

P.0.Box 756180

Fairbanks, Alaska 99775-6180
907-474-5211

ces@alaska.edu

http://www.uaf.edu/ces/

University of Arizona Cooperative Extension
State Administration Office

1140 E South Campus Dr

PO Box 210036

Tucson, AZ 85721
beefextension@list.arizona.edu
https://extension.arizona.edu/

University of Arkansas Cooperative Extension
Service

Dr. Shane Gadberry

Professor, Ruminant Nutrition Specialist
2301 S. University Ave.

Little Rock, AR 72201-4940

501-671-2169

sgadberry@uaex.edu
https://www.uaex.edu/

University of California System, Division of
Agriculture and Natural Resources,
Cooperative Extension

Dr. James W. Oltjen

Extension Specialist: Animal Management
Systems, Lecturer

530-752-5650

jwoltjen@ucdavis.edu

http://ucanr.edu/

Colorado State University Extension

Dr. Ryan Rhoades

Extension Beef Specialist, Associate Professor
Department of Animals Sciences

Colorado State University

1171 Campus Delivery

Fort Collins, CO 80523-1171

970 491-2814

ryan.rhoades@colostate.edu
http://extension.colostate.edu/

University of Connecticut Extension
W.B. Young Building, Room 233
1376 Storrs Road, Unit 4134

Storrs, CT 06269-4134
860-486-9228
extension@uconn.edu
http://www.extension.uconn.edu/

Delaware State University Cooperative
Extension

Dr. Ulysses S. Washington Jr.
Cooperative Extension Center
Delaware State University

1200 N. Dupont Highway

Dover, DE 19901

302-857-6424
http://extension.udel.edu/

University of Florida Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences Extension

Dr. John Arthington

Range Cattle Research & Education Center,
Beef Cattle Management

3401 Experiment Station

Ona, FL 33865

860-735-1314

jarth@ufl.edu

http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/

University of Georgia Extension
Dr. Lawton Steward

Beef Nutrition Extension Specialist
706-542-6627

lawtons@uga.edu
http://extension.uga.edu/
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University of Hawaii Cooperative Extension
Dr. Savannah Katulski

Junior Livestock Extension Agent- Kauai
County

808-274-3472

katulski@hawaii.edu
https://cms.ctahr.hawaii.edu/ce/programs

University of Idaho Extension Service
875 Perimeter Drive

Moscow, Idaho 83844

208-885-6111

info@uidaho.edu
http://www.uidaho.edu/extension

University of Illinois Extension

Dr. Travis Meteer

Extension Educator, Commercial Agriculture
Orr Agricultural R&D Center

37737 Perry Fishhook Road

Baylis, IL 62314

217-430-7030

wmeteer2@illinois.edu
https://extension.illinois.edu/

Purdue University Extension (IN)
615 West State Street

West Lafayette, IN 47907-2053
765-494-8491
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach
Dr. Beth Doran

2150 Beardshear Hall

Ames, IA 50011-2031712-737-4230
doranb@iostate.edu

https: //www.extension.iastate.edu/

Kansas State University Research and
Extension

Dr. Dale Blasi

Professor and Extension Specialist
232 Weber Hall

Manhattan, KS 66506

785-532-5427

dblasi@k-state.edu
http://www.ksre.k-state.edu/

University of Kentucky

Dr. Roy Burris

Beef Specialist
270-365-7541
rburris@uky.edu
http://extension.ca.uky.edu/

Louisiana State University Extension
Dr. Christine Navarre

Professor and Extension Veterinarian
School of Animal Sciences

LSU Ag Center

101 D J. Norman Efferson Hall

Baton Rouge, LA 70803
225-578-2414
CNavarre@agcenter.lsu.edu
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/portals/adminis
tration/about-us/extension

University of Maine Cooperative Extension
5741 Libby Hall

Orono, Maine 04469-5741

207-581-3188

Extension@maine.edu
https://extension.umaine.edu/

University of Maryland Extension
Dr. Racheal Slattery

Beef and Dairy Coordinator
301-405-1392

rslatt@umd.edu
https://extension.umd.edu/

University of Massachusetts, The Center for
Agriculture, Food and the Environment
Extension

Stockbridge Hall, 80 Campus Center Way
Ambherst, MA 01003-9246

413-545-4800

http://ag.umass.edu

Michigan State University Extension
Dr. Daniel Buskirk

Associate Professor, Animal Science
517-432-0400

buskirk@msu.edu
http://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/

University of Minnesota Extension
Dr. Alfredo DiCostanzo
Professor-Beef Cattle Nutrition and
Management

240 Coffey Hall

1420 Eckles Ave.

St. Paul, MN 55108-6068
612-624-1272

dicos001@umn.edu
https://extension.umn.edu/
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Mississippi State University Extension Service
Dr. Brandi Bourd Karisch

Beef Cattle, Nutrition, Management

4010 Wise Center Road

Mississippi State, MS 39762

6623257465

brandi.karisch@msstate.edu
http://extension.msstate.edu/

University of Missouri Extension

Dr. Eric Bailey

Assistant Professor State Beef Extension
Specialist

S132 ASRC

920 E. Campus Drive

Columbia, MO 65211-5300
573-884-7873

baileyeric@missoui.edu
https://extension2.missouri.edu/

Montana State University Extension
Dr. Megan Van Emon

Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
USDA-ARS Ft. Keogh

243 Fort Keogh Road

Miles City, MT 59301
406-874-8286
Megan.vanemon@montana.edu
http://msuextension.org/

University of Nebraska, Extension
Dr. Galen Erickson

Beef Feedlot Nutrition Specialist
C203 Animal Sciences

Lincoln, NE 68583-0908
402-472-6402
Gerickson4@unl.edu
https://extension.unl.edu/

University of Nevada Cooperative Extension
Steve Foster

Extension Educator

1664 N. Virginia Mail Street

Reno, NV 89557

775-273-2923

fosters@unce.unr.edu
http://www.unce.unr.edu/

New Hampshire Cooperative Extension
Elaina Enzien

Dairy, Livestock and Forage Crops Field
Specialist

Rockingham County Office

113 North Road

Brentwood, NH 03833-6623
603-679-5616

Elaina.enzien@unh.edu
https://extension.unh.edu/

Rutgers Cooperative Extension (N])
Michael L. Westendorf

Extension Specialist in Livestock and Dairy
Dept. of Animal Sciences

Bartlett Hall,

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
84 Lipman Dr.

New Brunswick, NJ 08901

848-932-9408
westendorf@njaes.rutgers.edu
https://njaes.rutgers.edu/extension/

New Mexico State University, Extension
Dr. Craig Gifford

Extension Beef Cattle Specialist

2980 S. Espina St.

Las Cruces, NM 88003

575-646-6482

cgifford@nmsu.edu
http://extension.nmsu.edu/

Cornell University, Cooperative Extension (NY)
Dr. Michael Baker

Beef Cattle Extension Specialist

114 Morrison Hall

Cornell University

Ithaca, NY 14853

607-255-5923

Mjb28@cornell.edu

http://cce.cornell.edu/

North Carolina Cooperative Extension

Dr. Matt Poore

Department Extension Leader and Ruminant
Nutrition Specialist

120 Broughton Dr.

NC State University

Raleigh, NC 27695

919-515-7798

Matt_poore@ncsu.edu
https://www.ces.ncsu.edu/
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North Dakota State University Extension
Service

Dr. Karl Hoppe

NDSU Dept. 7000

311 Morrill Hall,

Fargo, ND 58108-6050

701-652-2951

karl.hoppe@ndsu.edu
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/extension/

The Ohio State University, Extension
John Grimes

1864 Shyville Road,

Piketon, OH 45661

740-289-2071 ext. 242
Grimes.1@osu.edu
https://extension.osu.edu/

Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service
Dr. Dave Lalman

139 Agricultural Hall

Oklahoma State University

Stillwater, OK 74078

405-744-9286
David.lalman@okstate.edu
http://www.oces.okstate.edu/

Oregon State University, Extension Service
Dr. David Bohnert

67836-A Highway 205

Burns, OR 97720

541-573-8910
Dave.bohnert@oregonstate.edu
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/

Pennsylvania State University Extension
Dr. Tara Felix

Assistant Professor and Extension

323 Agricultural Administration Building
University Park, PA 16802
814-865-0065

tfelix@psu.edu
https://extension.psu.edu/

University of Rhode Island, Cooperative
Extension

401-874-2900

coopext@uri.edu
https://web.uri.edu/coopext/category/extensi

on/

Clemson University, Cooperative Extension
(5C)

Dr. Mattew Burns

Extension Beef Specialist- Livestock and Forage
Program Team Leader

107 Barre Hall

Clemson, SC 29634-0303

864-656-1743

Burns5@clemson.edu
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/

South Dakota State University, Extension

Dr. Julie Walker

Professor and SDSU Extension Beef Specialist
221 Animal Science Complex

Brookings, SD 57007

605-688-5458

Julie.walker@sdstate.edu
https://www.sdstate.edu/sdsu-extension

University of Tennessee Extension

Dr. Gary Bates

Director, UT Beef and Forage Center

2431 Joe Johnson Drive

252 Ellington Building

Knoxville, TN 37996-4561

Phone: (865) 974-7324

gbates@utk.edu
https://extension.tennessee.edu/Pages/defaul

t.aspx

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension

Dr. Jason Banta

Associate Professor and Extension Beef Cattle
Specialist

600 John Kimbrough Boulevard, Suite 509
7101 TAMU

College Station, TX 77843

903-834-6191

jpbanta@ag.tamu.edu
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/

Utah State University Extension
Dr. Matthew Garcia

Extension Beef Specialist

ADVS Dept. Old Main Hill
Logan, UT 84322
435-797-2144
Matthew.garcia@usu.edu
https://extension.usu.edu/
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University of Vermont Extension
Morrill Hall, Room 103

146 University Place

Burlington, VT 05405
802-656-2990
uvmextension@uvm.edu
https://www.uvm.edu/extension

Virginia Cooperative Extension

Dr. Scott Greiner

Professor and Extension specialist
Department of Animal and Poultry Sciences
366 Litton Reaves Hall

175 West Campus Drive, Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA 24061

540-231-9159

sgreiner@vt.edu

https://ext.vt.edu/

Washington State University Extension
Dr. Don Llewellyn

Assistant Professor and Extension
509-735-3551
Don.llewellyn@wsu.edu
https://extension.wsu.edu/

West Virginia University Extension Service
Kevin Shaffer

WVU Extension Specialist- Livestock
304-293-2669
Kevin.shaffer@mail.wvu.edu
http://www.wvstateu.edu/extension

University of Wisconsin-Madison, Cooperative

Extension

Dr. Sandy Stuttgen

Taylor County Extension Agriculture, Beef
Program Team

UW- Extension Building

432 N. Lake Street

Madison, WI 53706

715-748-3327
sandy.stuttgen@ces.uwex.edu
https://ces.uwex.edu/

University of Wyoming Extension
Department #3354

1000 E. University Ave.

Laramie, WY 82071
307-766-5124

uwext@uwyo.edu
http://www.uwyo.edu/uwe/
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Appendix B:

University Animal Science Departments with Beef Cattle Specialization

Auburn University
Dr. Wayne Greene
Department Head
334-844-1523
greenlw@aubern.edu

Tuskegee University (AL)
Dr. Olga Bolden-Tiller
Department Head
334-727-8403
oboldentiller@tuskegee.edu

University of Arizona

Dr. Shane Burgess

Vice President, Agriculture - Life and
Veterinary Sciences

520-621-7621
sburgess@cals.arizona.edu

University of Arkansas
Dr. Michael Looper
Department Head
479-575-3745
looper@uark.edu

University of California
Dr. Trish Berger
Department Head
530-752-1267
tberger@ucdavis.edu

California Polytechnic University
Dr. Jaymie Noland

Department Head

805-756-2419
jnoland@calpoly.edu

Colorado State University
Dr. Keith Belk
Department Head
970-491-5826
keith.belk@colostate.edu

University of Connecticut
Dr. Steve Zinn
Department Head
860-486-0861
steven.zinn@uconn.edu

Delaware Valley

Dr. Pamela Reed
Professor

215-489-4958
pamela.reed@delval.edu

University of Delaware
Dr. Erin Connor
Chairperson
302-831-2522
eeconnor@udel.edu

Florida A&M University
Dr. Lee Anderson
Professor and Leader
850-599-8816
lee.anderson@famu.edu

University of Florida
Dr. Adegbola Adesogan
Director
352-294-6981
adesogan@ufl.edu

University of Georgia
Dr. Francis Fluharty
Department Head
706-542-1017

ffluharty@uga.edu

University of Hawaii
Dr. Rajesh Jha

Graduate Chair of Animal Sciences

808-956-4122
rjha@hawaii.edu

University of Idaho
Dr. Robert Collier
Department Head
208-885-9489
rcollier@uidaho.edu

Southern Illinois University
Dr. Gary Apgar

Department Chair
618-453-1763
pigguy@siu.edu
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University of Illinois
Dr. Rodney Johnson
Department Head
217-244-1681
rwjohn@illinois.edu

Purdue University (IN)
Dr. Alan Mathew
Department Head
765-494-4806

agmathew@purdue.edu

Iowa State University
Dr. Dan Thomson
Department Chair
515-294-2160
thomson1@iastate.edu

Kansas State University
Dr. Mike Day
Department Head
785-532-7624
mlday@k-state.edu

Kentucky State University

Dr. Kirk Pomper

Director of Land Grant Programs
502-597-5942
kirk.pomper@kysu.edu

University of Kentucky
Dr. Richard Coffey
Department Chair
859-257-2686
rcoffey@uky.edu

Louisiana State University

Dr. Philip Elzer

Executive Assoc. Dean, College of Agriculture
225-578-2065

pelzer@agcenter.lsu.edu

University of Maine

Dr. Anne Lichtenwalner

Associate Professor and Extension Veterinarian
207-581-2789

anne.lichtenwalner@maine.edu

University of Maryland
Dr. Chad Stahl
Department Chair
301-405-1366
ansc-chair@umd.edu

University of Massachusetts

Dr. Katherine Beltaire

Senior Lecturer - Large Animal Health
412-545-2428
kbeltaire@vasci.umass.edu

Michigan State University
Dr. Pamela Ruegg
Department Chair
517-355-8384

plruegg@msu.edu

University of Minnesota
Dr. Michael Schutz
Department Head
612-624-1205

mschutz@umn.edu

Alcorn State University (MS)

Dr. Victor Njiti

Department Chair - College of Ag
601-877-6572
vicnji@alcorn.edu

Mississippi State University
Dr. John Blanton
Department Head
662-325-2802
john.blanton@msstate.edu

Lincoln University (MO)
Dr. Majed Dweik

Dean of the College of Ag
573-681-5134
dweikm@lincolnu.edu

University of Missouri

Dr. William Lamberson
Division Director
573-882-8234
lambersonw@missouri.edu

Missouri State University

Dr. Ronald Del Vecchio

Animal Science Department Dean
417-836-5638
RPDelVecchio@MissouriState.edu

Montana State University-Bozeman
Dr. Patrick Hatfield

Department Head

406-994-4850
hatfield@montanta.edu
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University of Nebraska
Dr. Clint Krehbiel
Department Head
402-472-3571
clint.krehbiel@unl.edu

University of Nevada, Reno
Dr. Tamzen Stringham
Department Chair
775-784-6755

tstringham@cabnr.unr.edu

University of New Hampshire
Dr. David Mortensen
Department Chair
603-862-2152
david.mortensen@unh.edu

Rutgers (N])

Dr. Wendie Cohick
Department Chair
848-932-6319
cohick@rutgers.edu

New Mexico State University
Dr. Shanna Ivey

Department Head
575-646-2515

sivey@nmsu.edu

Cornell University (NY)
Dr. Thomas Overton
Director
607-255-2878
tro2@cornell.edu

North Carolina A&T State University
Dr. Mohamed Ahmedna

Dean of the College of Ag
336-334-7979

ahmedna@ncat.edu

North Carolina State University
Dr. Todd See

Department Head
919-515-2755

tsee@ncsu.edu

North Dakota State University
Dr. Marc Bauer

Department Head
701-231-7691
marc.bauer@ndsu.edu

The Ohio State University
Dr. John Foltz
Department Chair
614-292-1242
foltz.75@osu.edu

Langston University (OK)
Dr. Evia Davis
Chairperson
405-466-3338

eldavis@langston.edu

Oklahoma State University
Dr. Clint Rusk

Department Head
405-744-6062
clint.rusk@okstate.edu

Oregon State University

Dr. Ricardo Mata-Gonzalez

Department Head

541-737-1891
ricardo.matagonzalez@oregonstate.edu

Pennsylvania State University
Dr. Terry Etherton
Department Head
814-863-3665

tde@psu.edu

University of Rhode Island
Dr. Marta Gomez-Chiarri
Department Chairperson
401-874-2917
gomezchi@uri.edu

Clemson University (SC)
Dr. Annel Greene
Center Director
864-656-3123
agreene@clemson.edu

South Dakota State University
Dr. Joseph Cassady
Department Head
605-688-5165

joseph.cassady@sdstate.edu

University of Tennessee
Dr. Neal Schrick
Department Head
865-974-3139
fschrick@utk.edu
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Texas Tech University
Dr. Mike Orth
Department Chair
806-834-5653
michael.orth@ttu.edu

Texas A&M University
Dr. G. Cliff Lamb
Department Head
979-845-1543
gclamb@tamu.edu

Utah State University

Dr. Dirk Vanderwall
Department Head
435-797-9438
dirk.vanderwall@usu.edu

University of Vermont
Dr. David Townson
Department Chair
802-656-1192
dave.townson@uvm.edu

Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University

Dr. David Gerrard
Department Head
540-231-9157

dgerrard@vt.edu

Washington State University
Dr. Kris Johnson
Department Chair
509-335-4131
johnsoka@wsu.edu

West Virginia University

Dr. Robert Dailey

Professor and Program Contact
304-293-1865
rdailey@wvu.edu

University of Wisconsin-Madison
Dr. Kent Weigel

Department Chair

608-263-4321
kent.weigel@wisc.edu

University of Wyoming
Dr. Bledar Bisha
Department Head
307-766-3140
bbisha@uwyo.edu
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